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Until his retirement in August 2009 Dr John Bennett 
was Chief Executive of the Office of the Board of 
Studies NSW. The Board of Studies was responsible 
for developing the Kindergarten to Year 12 
curriculum taught in all NSW schools; conducting the 
Higher School Certificate (HSC) and School 
Certificate (SC) assessment and credentialing 
programs; and the registration and accreditation of 
non-government schools in NSW.  
 
Prior to his appointment to this position in December 
2002 he held senior positions at the Office of the 
Board of Studies, including Director of Information 
Services, Director of Information Technology and 
Manager of Assessment and Systems. In these 
positions he had responsibility for planning, 
managing and operating information and key 
measurement systems and services; overseeing the 
development examination papers; and development 
of advice and materials to support the Board’s 
assessment and examination programs.   
 
Before joining the Statutory Boards Directorate in January 1986 (the fore-runner of the NSW Board 
of Studies) he was Head Teacher of Mathematics at Dover Heights High School. He was placed on 
the eligibility list to be promoted to Deputy Principal. 
 
During his career John was actively involved in national forums, in particular in his capacity as the 
NSW Chief Executive member of the Australasian Curriculum, Assessment and Certification 
Authorities (ACACA). On the international scene he has provided advice and assistance to 
Government assessment and credentialing authorities in New Zealand, Scotland, Qatar, Brunei and 
Indonesia. He has presented papers at international conferences on assessment.  He has 
undertaken a number of projects and reviews for interstate curriculum and assessment authorities, 
chiefly Queensland and South Australia. 
 
John has been awarded the degrees of Bachelor of Mathematics and Bachelor of Educational 
Studies from the University of Newcastle and the degrees of Master of Education and Doctor of 
Philosophy from the University of New South Wales. 
 
John’s PhD thesis is the basis of the standards-based approach to assessing and reporting student 
achievement in the NSW Higher School Certificate (HSC). He was the 2009 recipient of the 
Australian College of Educators Wyndham Medal for his ‘Outstanding contribution to the education 
of young people in NSW’. In 2011 he was made a Fellow of the Australian College of Educators 
(FACE).  
 
In 2010 John was appointed to the position of Adjunct Professor in the School of Education at the 
University of New South Wales where he has delivered lectures to post-graduate students in 
curriculum and assessment theory and practice, and co-supervised higher degree research 
students. He is also a member of the Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences Advisory Committees.  
 
John has been a member of the MFISL Board since April 2016 and Chair of the Board since June 
2017. 


